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ABSTRACT

The international system of the twenty-first century is undergoing significant transformation as established patterns of global power
are challenged by emerging economic centres, technological competition, strategic rivalries, regional conflicts, and changing forms of
international cooperation. The post-Cold War period was characterized by substantial American influence, expanding globalization,
and increasing economic interdependence. However, the emergence of new centres of economic and technological power, particularly in
Asia, together with renewed strategic competition among major powers, has contributed to a more complex and contested global order.
Geopolitical competition now extends beyond conventional military capabilities to include trade, finance, critical technologies, energy,
supply chains, cyberspace, artificial intelligence, infrastructure, and control over strategic resources. This paper examines the changing
global order through the perspectives of power transition, multipolarity, economic interdependence, technological competition,
regional security, and institutional transformation. It argues that contemporary geopolitical rivalry cannot be understood solely
through traditional military competition because economic and technological capabilities increasingly determine strategic influence.
The paper also examines the changing role of international institutions, the emergence of regional groupings, the strategic importance
of the Indo-Pacific, and the implications of geopolitical fragmentation for developing countries. The analysis suggests that the emerging
international order is neither completely unipolar nor fully consolidated as a multipolar system. Instead, it represents a fluid and
increasingly competitive environment in which states simultaneously compete and cooperate. The paper concludes that managing this
transition will require strengthened multilateral institutions, flexible diplomacy, strategic autonomy, responsible technological

governance, and greater attention to global challenges that cannot be addressed through unilateral action.
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1.Introduction

The international political system has undergone profound
changes since the beginning of the twenty-first century. The end
of the Cold War created expectations that the international
system would become increasingly cooperative, economically
integrated, and institutionally stable. The expansion of
globalization, international trade, technological development,
and multilateral institutions appeared to support a relatively
interconnected global order. However, the geopolitical
environment of the twenty-first century has become
considerably more complex. Strategic rivalry among major
powers, regional conflicts, economic competition, technological
disputes, energy insecurity, and challenges to existing
international institutions have contributed to a changing
distribution of power [1-2]. The concept of global order refers
broadly to the structures, institutions, norms, relationships, and
power configurations through which international affairs are
organized. Global order is influenced by military capabilities,
economic strength, technological capacity, diplomaticinfluence,
international institutions, and the ability of states to shape
international norms. Changes in these dimensions can alter the
balance of power and consequently affect the behaviour of
states[3].

The twenty-first century has witnessed the emergence of new
centres of economic and political influence, particularly in Asia.
The increasing economic and technological significance of
China, the continued global influence of the United States, the
strategicimportance of India, the economicrole of the European
Union, and the continuing geopolitical significance of Russia
have contributed to a more complex distribution of power. At the
same time, middle powers and regional organizations have
acquired greater importance in shaping international outcomes
[4]. Contemporary geopolitical competition is also different
from traditional great-power rivalry because economic and
technological capabilities have become central components of
national power. Control over advanced semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, telecommunications, critical minerals,
energy infrastructure, satellite systems, data, and digital
networks can influence national security and international
influence. Economic interdependence, once widely regarded as
a mechanism for reducing geopolitical conflict, is increasingly
being viewed as a potential source of strategic vulnerability [5].
The changing global order therefore involves both competition
and cooperation. States may compete over technology, markets,
security, and political influence while simultaneously
cooperating on climate change, public health, international
trade, nuclear security, and other transnational challenges.

Volume 5 Issue 1,2026 | 111 to 115.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.51470/BITS.2026.05.01.111


https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/article-archive/volume-5-issue-1-2026/
https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/article-archive/volume-5-issue-1-2026/
https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/article-archive/volume-5-issue-1-2026/
https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-5403
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-5403
https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/
https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/
https://bitsjournal.researchfloor.org/
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-4340-1487
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en

Usman Bin Umer., / Journal of Business, IT, and Social Science. (2026)

Understanding this combination of rivalry and interdependence
is essential for analysing twenty-first-century international
relations.

2.Changing Distribution of Global Power

One of the defining characteristics of contemporary geopolitics
is the changing distribution of economic, technological, and
strategic capabilities. During the immediate post-Cold War
period, the United States possessed an exceptional combination
of military, economic, technological, and diplomatic power.
Although American influence remains substantial, the relative
distribution of global capabilities has changed [6]. The growth
of Asian economies has been particularly significant. China has
become a major economic, technological, military, and
diplomatic power, while India has expanded its economic and
strategic significance. Japan and South Korea remain important
technological and economic actors. Other countries in
Southeast Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, and Africa are
also increasing their strategic relevance because of their
markets, natural resources, geographical positions, and
demographic potential.

This changing distribution of capabilities has contributed to
debates concerning whether the international system is
becoming multipolar. Multipolarity does not necessarily mean
that power is distributed equally among several states. Rather, it
indicates the existence of multiple significant centres of
influence. The emerging system contains major powers,
regional powers, middle powers, and influential non-state
actors operating simultaneously [7]. The resulting international
environment is more difficult to characterize through a simple
bipolar or unipolar framework. States increasingly form flexible
partnerships based on specific interests rather than permanent
ideological alliances.

3.Strategic Competition among Major Powers

Strategic competition among major powers is a central feature
ofthe changing global order. Competition occurs across military,
economic, technological, diplomatic, and informational
domains [8]. The relationship between the United States and
China has become particularly important to global geopolitics.
Their competition involves trade, advanced technologies,
military capabilities, regional influence, infrastructure, supply
chains, and international institutions. The strategic importance
of the Indo-Pacific has increased because of its economic
significance and its role in global trade and maritime security
[9]. Russia remains an important military and geopolitical actor,
particularly because of its nuclear capabilities, energy
resources, geographical position, and permanent membership
in the United Nations Security Council. Relations between
Russia and Western countries have deteriorated substantially
because of security disputes and conflicts in Europe [10]. The
European Union represents another important centre of
economic and regulatory influence. Although its capabilities
differ from those of traditional military powers, its economic
size, regulatory capacity, diplomatic influence, and role in
international trade provide it with significant geopolitical
importance. India has also emerged as an increasingly
important strategic actor. Its large population, growing
economy, technological capabilities, military capacity,
geographical location, and expanding international
partnerships provide it with considerable influence. India's
approach frequently emphasizes strategic autonomy, allowing
cooperation with different partners according to specific
national interests.

4.Economic Competition and Geopolitical Power

Economic strength has become increasingly integrated with
geopolitical influence. States use trade agreements, investment,
financial institutions, development assistance, sanctions, export
controls, and supply-chain policies as instruments of strategic
competition [11]. Globalization created extensive economic
interdependence among countries. However, geopolitical
tensions have demonstrated that dependence on foreign
suppliers for critical goods can create strategic vulnerabilities.
Governments are therefore increasingly concerned with
economic security and supply-chain resilience [12]. Critical
industries such as semiconductors, telecommunications,
pharmaceuticals, energy, advanced manufacturing, and
artificial intelligence have acquired strategic importance.
Governments increasingly seek to diversify suppliers,
strengthen domestic production, and protect technologies
considered important to national security [13]. This
development does not necessarily imply the complete reversal
of globalization. Instead, globalization is increasingly being
reorganized around considerations of resilience, security,
strategic dependence, and political trust.

5.Technology as a Domain of Geopolitical Competition
Technology has become one of the most important dimensions
of twenty-first-century geopolitical rivalry. Artificial
intelligence, quantum computing, advanced semiconductors,
biotechnology, satellite systems, telecommunications, robotics,
and cybersecurity can influence both economic
competitiveness and national security [14]. Advanced
semiconductor technology is particularly important because it
underpins many modern technologies, including artificial
intelligence, telecommunications, military systems,
automobiles, and advanced manufacturing. Competition over
technological capabilities has consequently become closely
linked to national security strategies [15]. Artificial intelligence
is similarly becoming a strategic resource. States that possess
advanced Al research capabilities, computational
infrastructure, high-quality datasets, and skilled technical
personnel may gain significant economic and military
advantages. Cybersecurity represents another important
dimension. Governments increasingly depend on digital
infrastructure, making cyber capabilities relevant to
intelligence gathering, economic security, military operations,
and critical infrastructure protection. Technology therefore
increasingly functions as both an economic asset and a
geopolitical instrument.

6.The Indo-Pacificand Emerging Strategic Geography

The Indo-Pacific has become one of the most strategically
significant regions in contemporary international relations. The
region contains major economic powers, critical maritime
routes, rapidly developing economies, and several areas of
geopolitical tension. The strategic importance of the region is
influenced by the economic significance of East and South Asia,
maritime trade, energy transportation, technological
production, and security relationships. Competition involving
the United States and China has increased the strategic
importance of countries such as India, Japan, Australia, South
Korea, Indonesia, and members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations. India occupies a particularly important
geographical position because of its location along major
maritime routes and its relationships with multiple regional and
global powers.
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Its participation in different international groupings reflects an
approach based on diversified partnerships and strategic
autonomy.

The Indo-Pacific therefore illustrates the broader
transformation of global politics from a predominantly Atlantic-
centred system toward one in which Asian political, economic,
and strategic developments play a central role.

7.Regional Conflicts and Global Security

Regional conflicts have significant implications for the
international system because they can influence energy
markets, food security, migration, trade, and diplomatic
relations. The war in Ukraine has demonstrated the continuing
importance of conventional military power while also
highlighting the role of economic sanctions, energy security,
information warfare, cyber operations, and military technology.
It has reinforced concerns about European security and the
future of international security arrangements. The Middle East
remains another strategically important region because of its
energy resources, geographical position, political conflicts, and
external involvement. Conflicts in the region can influence
international energy markets and global diplomatic relations.
Security challenges are also emerging from areas outside
conventional military conflict, including terrorism,
cyberattacks, climate-related instability, transnational crime,
and competition over water and other resources.

8. Transformation of Global Institutions

International institutions established during the twentieth
century continue to play important roles, but their effectiveness
is increasingly debated. Institutions such as the United Nations,
World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund, World
Bank, and other multilateral organizations operate within a
global environment characterized by changing distributions of
power. Calls for institutional reform have increased because
emerging powers argue that existing structures do not
adequately reflect contemporary economic and demographic
realities. Reform debates particularly concern representation
and decision-making authority within major international
institutions. At the same time, multilateral institutions remain
essential for addressing problems that cannot be managed
effectively by individual states. Climate change, pandemics,
nuclear proliferation, international financial instability, and
global economic governance all require some degree of
international coordination. The challenge is therefore not
simply whether existing institutions should continue but how
they can adaptto changing geopolitical realities.

9.Rise of Regional and Flexible Partnerships

The contemporary international system is increasingly
characterized by overlapping regional and international
partnerships. States may cooperate with different groups on
different issues rather than belonging exclusively to one
geopolitical bloc. Regional organizations have become
increasingly important in areas such as economic integration,
security cooperation, infrastructure development, and political
coordination. Organizations and groupings such as the
European Union, ASEAN, African Union, BRICS, G20, Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation, and various regional security
arrangements demonstrate the increasing diversity of
international cooperation. This flexible architecture allows
states to pursue national interests without necessarily choosing
permanentalignment with a single major power.

Middle powers in particular can use diversified partnerships to
increase their diplomatic options.

10. Strategic Autonomy and Middle Powers

The rise of strategic autonomy is an important feature of
contemporary international politics. Strategic autonomy refers
broadly to the capacity of states to make independent foreign-
policy decisions while maintaining relationships with multiple
international partners.

Middle powers increasingly seek to avoid excessive dependence
on any single major power. They may cooperate with one
country on defence, another on trade, and another on
technology or infrastructure. India provides an important
example of this approach. Its participation in multiple
international forums reflects an attempt to maintain flexibility
while advancing national economic, security, and diplomatic
interests. Other middle powers, including countries in
Southeast Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America, are
similarly seeking greater strategic flexibility. This trend
contributes to the complexity of the emerging global order.

11.Energy Security and Critical Resources

Energy remains an important component of geopolitical power.
Oil and natural gas have historically influenced international
alliances and conflicts, while the transition toward renewable
energy is creating new forms of strategic competition. Critical
minerals such as lithium, cobalt, nickel, graphite, and rare-earth
elements are increasingly important for batteries, electric
vehicles, renewable-energy technologies, electronics, and
advanced manufacturing. Countries with significant reserves or
processing capabilities may therefore acquire greater strategic
importance. The energy transition is unlikely to eliminate
geopolitical competition. Instead, it may shift some dimensions
of competition from traditional fossil-fuel resources toward
critical minerals, technologies, infrastructure, and
manufacturing capabilities.

12. Geopolitical Competition and Global Trade

International trade remains an important source of economic
growth, but geopolitical competition has increasingly affected
trade relationships. Tariffs, export restrictions, investment
screening, sanctions, and industrial policies have become more
prominent instruments of economic strategy. Trade tensions
can have consequences beyond the countries directly involved
because modern production networks span multiple regions.
Disruptions in one sector can affect manufacturing,
employment, transportation, and prices in other countries.
Developing economies face both risks and opportunities.
Companies seeking to diversify production may invest in new
locations, potentially benefiting countries that can provide
stable institutions, skilled labour, infrastructure, and favourable
investmentenvironments.

13.Global South and the Changing Order

The changing global order has important implications for
countries of the Global South. Many developing countries seek
greater representation in international institutions and greater
access to finance, technology, markets, and infrastructure. The
increasing competition among major powers provides
developing countries with additional diplomatic and economic
options.
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However, it can also create pressure to align with particular
geopolitical blocs. Many developing countries therefore favour a
more inclusive and multipolar international system. Their
priorities frequently include development finance, climate
finance, technology transfer, food security, energy access, debt
sustainability, and greater representation in global institutions.
The future global order will therefore depend partly on whether
major powers can accommodate the interests of developing and
emerging economies.

14. Climate Change and Geopolitical Competition

Climate change is increasingly connected to geopolitics.
Environmental changes can influence migration, food security,
water availability, energy systems, and economic stability.
Climate-related disasters can place additional pressure on
governments and international institutions.

At the same time, competition over green technologies and
critical mineralsis creating new strategic relationships.

16.Major Trends and Their Geopolitical Implications

Table 1. Major Transformations in the Global Order

Emerging trend
Rise of multiple economic centres
US-China strategic competition
Growth of Asian economies
Technological competition
Economic security policies
Regional conflicts
Rise of middle powers
Institutional reform demands
Critical mineral competition
Climate geopolitics
Digital influence

17.Challenges for the Emerging Global Order

The emerging international system faces several structural
challenges. The first is the possibility of intensified rivalry
among major powers. If strategic competition becomes
increasingly zero-sum, international cooperation on global
challenges may weaken.

The second challenge concerns economic fragmentation.
Excessive geopolitical restrictions on trade and investment
could reduce economic efficiency and increase costs. Although
some diversification may strengthen resilience, extensive
fragmentation could adversely affect developing economies. A
third challenge is the weakening of multilateral cooperation.
International institutions may become less effective if major
powers increasingly prioritize unilateral or bloc-based
approaches. Another challenge involves technological
fragmentation. Separate technological standards and
incompatible digital systems could divide the global economy
into competing technological ecosystems. Finally, geopolitical
competition can divert resources away from global
development priorities. Rising military expenditures and
strategic competition may reduce the political attention and
financial resources available for poverty reduction, climate
action, publichealth, and sustainable development.

18.Policy Perspectives

The changing global order requires a combination of strategic
competition and institutional cooperation. Major powers
should maintain diplomatic mechanisms capable of managing
disagreements and reducing the risk of escalation.

Principal geopolitical implication
Greater distribution of global economic power
Intensification of economic and technological rivalry
Increasing influence of Asia in global affairs
Technology becomes a major instrument of national power
States seek to reduce strategic dependencies
Increased uncertainty in security and energy markets
Greater diplomatic flexibility
Pressure to adapt international organizations
Resource security becomes increasingly strategic
Environmental policy becomes linked to national strategy
Information becomes a strategic domain

Countries that develop leadership in renewable energy,
batteries, electric vehicles, hydrogen, carbon-management
technologies, and other low-carbon sectors may gain economic
and geopolitical advantages. Climate diplomacy therefore
increasingly overlaps with industrial and foreign policy.

15.Information, Media, and Influence

Information has become another major domain of geopolitical
competition. States and non-state actors can use digital
platforms, social media, cyber operations, and strategic
communication to influence public opinion and international
perceptions. Disinformation and foreign influence campaigns
can undermine public trust and complicate democratic
decision-making. At the same time, governments increasingly
use digital diplomacy to communicate directly with foreign
populations. The information environment therefore
represents both an opportunity for international engagement
and a potential source of instability.

Potential consequence
Increasing multipolarity
Restructuring of alliances and supply chains
Greater strategic importance of the Indo-Pacific
Competition over Al, semiconductors and digital infrastructure
Supply-chain diversification and selective decoupling
Higher defence and strategic expenditures
More issue-based partnerships
Potential restructuring of global governance
New economic and diplomatic partnerships
Competition over green technologies and resources
Increased importance of cybersecurity and information integrity

Communication channels are particularly important during
periods of heightened military or political tension. International
institutions should also be strengthened and adapted to
contemporary realities. Greater representation of emerging
economies could improve the legitimacy of global governance.
Institutional reform should focus on making international
organizations more responsive to changing economic and
demographic conditions. States should also pursue diversified
economic relationships rather than excessive dependence on a
single market or supplier. Supply-chain resilience can be
strengthened through diversification, strategic reserves,
regional cooperation, and investment in domestic capabilities.
Technological competition requires international standards for
responsible Al, cybersecurity, digital infrastructure, and
emerging technologies. Competition should not eliminate
opportunities for scientific cooperation or create unnecessary
barriers to peaceful technological development. For developing
countries, strategic autonomy and diversified partnerships can
provide greater flexibility. Cooperation with multiple partners
can support infrastructure, trade, technology transfer,
education, energy security, and investment while reducing
excessive dependence on any one external power.

19.Future of the Global Order

The future international system is unlikely to resemble either
the highly centralized unipolar structure associated with the
early post-Cold War period or the rigid bipolar structure of the
Cold War. Instead, the emerging order is likely to remain fluid,
with multiple centres of power interacting through overlapping
networks of competition and cooperation.
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Economic power will remain important, but technological
capabilities, demographic trends, energy resources, data,
climate resilience, and institutional capacity will increasingly
influence international power. States capable of combining
economic competitiveness with technological innovation,
diplomatic flexibility, and institutional resilience are likely to
possess greater strategic influence. The role of middle powersis
also likely to expand. Rather than merely choosing between
major powers, many states will seek flexible relationships based
on specific national interests. This could contribute to a more
diversified international system but could also make
international coalitions less predictable. The future global order
will therefore depend not only on the relative power of
individual states but also on their willingness to establish
mechanisms for managing competition. The central challenge
will be to prevent strategic rivalry from undermining
cooperation on problems that affect all countries.

Conclusion

The global order in the twenty-first century is undergoing a
significant transformation characterized by shifting power
distributions, strategic competition, technological rivalry,
economic restructuring, regional conflicts, and changing forms
of international cooperation. The period of overwhelming post-
Cold War American predominance has given way to a more
complex international environment in which several major and
emerging powers exercise significant economic, technological,
military, and diplomatic influence. Geopolitical competition is
increasingly multidimensional. Military strength remains
important, but economic resilience, technological innovation,
control over critical resources, digital infrastructure, supply
chains, and diplomatic networks have become equally
significant components of national power. The growing
strategic importance of the Indo-Pacific, the rise of Asian
economies, the increasing influence of middle powers, and
demands for reform of international institutions all
demonstrate the changing character of global politics. The
emerging order should not be interpreted simply as a transition
from unipolarity to multipolarity. It is better understood as a
fluid system in which states compete and cooperate
simultaneously.

Economic interdependence continues despite geopolitical
tensions, while international institutions remain necessary
even when their effectiveness is questioned. Managing this
transition will require strategic restraint, diplomatic
engagement, institutional adaptation, and stronger multilateral
cooperation. Major powers should recognize that geopolitical
competition cannot provide solutions to global challenges such
as climate change, pandemics, food insecurity, nuclear risks, and
financial instability. Developing countries and middle powers
should be given greater opportunities to participate in shaping
global governance. A stable twenty-first-century order will
ultimately depend on the ability of states to balance legitimate
national interests with the need for collective action.
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